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So you are a  young African and creative. 

.  
 
You are creative. You either keep it a secret, or if you’ve mentioned the 
word creative to people around you, you may have gotten a responses 
like this. 
'Get a real job' 
'You think this painting will feed you?' 
'Artist? So now you want to grow dreads?! ‘ 
 (because that's all people with dreads can be..apparently) 
 'Father of <insert your name here > come and see what this child is 
doing!' *as you nervously try to hide the comic you’ve been sketching* 
 
I’m sure it's been discouraging because you’ve felt guilty about being 
able to make fantastic things and then having them sit 
there...hidden,maybe even festering. 
But never fear your chance is now!  
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What exactly is a creative?  

According to google… 

creative 

kriːˈeɪtɪv/ 

adjective 
 

1. relating to or involving the use of the imagination or original 
ideas to create something. 

2. "change unleashes people's creative energy" 

 
  

noun 

informal 
 

1. a person whose job involves creative work. 
2. "the most important people in the mix will be creatives and 

direct marketing specialists" 

 
According to Jeff Goins 
 
'A creative is an artist. Not just a painter or musician or writer. She is 
someone who sees the world a little differently than others. 
A creative is an individual. He is unique, someone who doesn’t quite fit 
into any box. Some think of creatives as iconoclasts; others see them as 
rebels. Both are quite apt. 
A creative is a thought leader. He influences people not necessarily 
through personality but through his innate gifts and talents. ' 
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As a  Young African creative, you are going to break lots of rules.  
The first being this belief : 
 
'Forget  creativity, the key is to work as a nurse/teacher/lawyer/ 

doctor. That is the only way you will earn money and earning 

money is happiness' 

 
 

The most important battles are the ones we fight daily in the silent 
chamber of our your soul. Your way of thinking has been a huge barrier 
in your progress and success. 
 
Why have you believed that you cannot? Ask yourself this question 
seriously and really listen to your answer. 
 
 
You are creative, you can use your creativity in ways you never thought 
before. 
 
 

So how are you going to be creative, grow as a creative 
and change the world? 
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By trying often, the monkey learns to jump from 
the tree- Buganda proverb (Uganda) 
 

“Practicing as a creative is daunting in the beginning, in fact it's the 

hardest thing anyone can do. One thing to remember is that 

through the exploration of your creativity comes liberation.” - Nneji 

 

 
Are you a writer? Do you love designing cool graphics? 
Drawing comics all over your notebooks? 
 
How about designing funky clothes? Crocheting? Impressive needlework? 
Turning everyday mundane things into works of art? Sewing pieces of 
ankara /chitenge together to make cute outfits? Graphic design anyone? 
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You need to start doing it and doing it now. 
No matter how it feels or how unimpressive you think it is. 
Just keep doing it. 
You will show some friends your projects and they will be unimpressed. 
 
The parents might even forbid it 
 ( 'Aren't you supposed to be studying?! ‘  -note you are doing this when 
all  studying is done and  the papers due are submitted!) 
 
Practice as often as you can,  even everyday possible. 
 
In this interview Lee Jaffe who worked with Bob Marley talks about how 
Bob would work on writing songs nearly everyday. 
Another  famous singer  that I greatly admire (G-Dragon of Big Bang if 
you must know! no judging! ) was challenged at a young age to write 
multiple songs daily.  ( Crooked - who can ever forget that song? ) 
His beginning was not impressive but look at him now. One of the 
biggest entertainers in Asia. 
 
A lot of really successful people spend hours honing their craft.  
You need to start on getting those hours done! There are many 
opportunities in a day to  practise. You can practise on the bus / 
commute to work. You can decide to spend one hour less on social 
media or tv and scribble. You can spend time gleaning from the internet, 
learning techniques and getting relevant tips, BUT you must practise on 
your own. 
 You want to get better and better.  
Every single time. 
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“What the disappointment of picking up the pieces and putting 

together each one of them teaches you is there is not just one way 

to create, and neither is there one way to complete and master a 

task.Everyone must find their method and path, and then complete 

it.” - Samba Yonga 
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Sticks in a bundle are unbreakable - Bondei 
proverb (Tanzania) 
 

If you want to go fast go alone, if you want to go 
far, go together - African proverb. 
 

“Think of your fellow creatives as mentors in the space you're in. 

While some of you may be doing similar things, your work will 

always differ. With collaboration you're able to discover new ways 

of thinking.” - Nneji 

 

You know the famous quote 
 

 “You are the average of the five people you spend the most time 

with.” ― Jim Rohn 
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Being around other creative people fuels your passion. 
To sit across from someone who is working on a project and has that fire 
burning in their eyes as they talk about it can fuel your own. 
Listening to their struggles and successes can help you make it through 
your own, channel new ideas and bring collaborations that you never 
thought possible. 
Imagine singing to yourself in the mirror, you sound great! 
But then you meet someone that sings and can play some mean beats 
on a keyboard. You learn a little bit about that and soon enough you are 
writing lyrics for your own songs, and can play them. 
You meet someone else who writes musical scores and you learn how to 
do that too. You become better and better! 
 
You can learn something from every single person you interact with. 
Looking online and speaking to people at local community centers are 
some ways you can find inspiration. 
There are several networks online for young Africans where you can 
show your work, or collaborate and get advice.  Some of my favourites 
include  Creative Nestlings  and Ezibota. 
 
Your time is now! 
 
BUT keep the green-eyed monster in check!  
In this world of social media, where the currency is 'likes', there is great 
danger in becoming jealous of people you should be learning from. 
There is also the danger of people being jealous of your work and 
potentially sabotaging it. 
Stay clear of these murky situations.  
 
Do not get onto social media to speak ill of someone's work  just because 
you are not getting the response you want, and hope that being critical 
gets you attention.It does, but not the kind you want. 
Creatives have memories like elephants. We remember everything! 
What you post online is forever!  
If you think that way, you will be more careful about what you post!  
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If someone speaks ill of your work, online or otherwise, it is  a great 
reminder that you have things to learn, and also that you may need to go 
back to the drawing board. 

It does not mean you are not talented. 

 

Remember you are doing this for the love of the creativity, to express 
this creativity inside you.For your pleasure. 
Would it be amazing if you made tonnes of money with it? Yes. 
What if you didn't? Would you let it just die inside you? 
If yes, let us pour some konyagi  for the death of that talent. Amen. 
 
Be a sponge, learn, tweak, collaborate and experiment with other 
creatives. You will be all the better for it! 
 
 
When I started writing I wrote romance ‘Mills and Boon’ type stories in 
high school. Then all I did was write on my blog, I've been writing on my 
blog for a long time now and I blogged about what I had for dinner that 
day and what cute guys I had seen on the bus. 
 
I  had very few people visiting my blog and in essence, I wrote for myself. 
In time, I got in touch with other writers, some who gave good advice, 
but most importantly those that had a vision and pushed me, challenged 
me to do more and be more. 
 
I am glad I found those people. 
They inspired me, cheered for me and most of all criticised my work! 
(Oh, it was so painful in the beginning. Lots of hurt feelings and 
disappointment. It was like your mother telling you off and then saying 
you would thank her one day! 
 
Through all of that, I learnt how to write , how to not be so shy about my 
work and go out there on a limb. I got stronger and more daring. 
I now write for a living. Yes as in I pay my bills by writing. Awesome! 
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Wisdom is like fire. People take it from others - 
Hema (Democratic Republic of Congo) 
 

"There is a temptation, especially online, to have flashes for 

contempt when you receive criticism. Specifically a contempt 

towards your audience. Fight that, it is destructive. All criticism is 

relevant. Anyone who consumes your work is worth listening to. 

You are a servant, in that way. But don't let the internet lead you. 

There is a danger in democratiziNg your art, it is not fueled by 

public opinion, respect your autonomy."  - Siyanda Mohutsiwa 
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When I started my job in a company as a paid writer, I had to go through 
even more gruesome critiquing. 
This time, I was not writing my own thoughts on a blog, but I wrote to 
represent a company.  
It  was tough! 
I thought people hated me when they disagreed with my writing style.  
During one of my work reviews, somebody said 
' She is clearly not a good writer and should have stuck with blogging' 
Ouch! 
 
I wanted the first bus back to the Jacaranda lined streets of Lusaka. 
Could I do this? 
Lucky enough my boss believed in me and I kept at it. 
I am still working on it. 
I found a mentor that could look at my stuff and frequently trash it if 
need be. 
What doesn't kill you makes you stronger! 
Now I don't bat an eye. Okay not true , it still hurts a little bit but I am 
working on separating personal feelings from the criticism. 
I ask for criticism because it makes me sharper! 
 
Mentors will inspire you, they will be patient with you because they have 
been where you have been before, and they are deep wells of wisdom. 
A mentor can be a pastor, a teacher, a business owner, but most 
importantly someone who understands what you want and where you 
want to go. 
Someone that knows a thing or two about your passions and talents. 
Take their advice seriously, sometimes even with a grain of salt. 
Ultimately all decisions you make are yours, and you will live with the 
outcomes, glorious or otherwise. 
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Return to old watering holes for more than water; 
friends and dreams are there to meet you - African 
Proverb 
 

“Share your work with designers, coders, writers, painters even 

lawyers! They will put a spin to your work that you never imagined 

possible.”  - Abraham Abbi Asefaw 

 

 

Are you afraid of people stealing your great idea or your creative work? 
Happens to the best of us. 
Everyone has been afraid that whoever they are telling about their idea 
is recording, has the money to back it up and will get it going. (Facebook 
anyone? (apparently..!) ) 
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You are also afraid of being judged. 
“They will laugh at me.”  
My brother,  that is the least of your worries, they are laughing at you 
already for something. 
 
For example, writing a blog is putting your work out there and being 
judged constantly. You may be judged by mean comments. 
Or by people simply not even visiting your blog. *Oh, the sting!* 
 
The truth is you  share ideas to get feedback, critique and ultimately 
support.You will have to tell people about what you are thinking and 
what you are making. 
 
You want to share your idea because getting any kind of feedback is 
good for you, and will help you get better! 
Are you sharing these ideas with all the people on the matatu you are 
riding? Of course not. 
 
You want to share ideas with people that believe what you believe. 
Meaning you will have to identify these people, and you have to know in 
your gut that this is right. 
 
When you surround yourself with people that have similar creative 
superpowers, over time you get to know them. 
You start to identify who is sneaky and who is trustworthy.  
Give it a little time, you'll know who to share with. 
 
When you hoard your ideas  you become the sneaky one. 
Every time someone asks what you are working on you brush them off, 
now they start to think you're the thief! 
 
Sharing ideas is great because you gain access to more knowledge and 
even more ideas! 
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Patience can cook a stone - African proverb 
 
You want to be famous, and most of all you want to make tonnes of 
money.  
That's a lot of us these days. 
I have to give you some news now so I hope you are sitting down. 
 
Be patient. 

 

Be patient when no one wants to look at your work, or sponsor it, be 
patient when the nights are lonely and that sculpture is just not shaping 
up.  
Be patient when no one is looking at your photographs, or watching your 
youtube video. 
Be patient when it seems like this creative thing is a waste of time. 
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Yes, you will have to keep working at your 'proper job', or attending 
school or University.  
What a lot of these popular people online don't tell you is that they work 
during the day and create at night (and it's perfectly fine!) 
Better to create under a roof with bills paid than being homeless and 
hungry. 
You won't even be creative, you just might get creative stealing and this 
is not what this information is about. 
*grin* 
 
You are not expressing yourself creatively just to make money! You are 
an artist! Do it for the love of it, and most of all, do it because it is FUN! 
Your creativity can be a great source of income, but that should never 
ever be the motivation. 
 
Did you know some people only become famous after they die? 
Ridiculous right? It happens! 
Do you remember learning about Gregor Mendel in science class ( if not 
abeg, look it up!), he only became famous after he died!  
He is the reason we know about genetics! 
Bruce Lee! He died before 'Enter the Dragon' was made. Imagine! 
 
Be patient with yourself and with your creativity. 
 
We need you to bring more excitement, more life and more colour into 
this world you amazing African creative you! 
Show us how different things can be. 
We are starving for your insight, your creations ,  and to be a part of the 
amazingness that you are! 
It will be well worth it in the end. 
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However long the night, the dawn will break. ~ 
African proverb 

Keep  believing.  

Even when it seems like you are  getting nowhere with your creative 
work, keep the faith. 

You are talented, you matter, and your work matters. 

You are an amazing African. Africa is in you. 

Do you know how powerful that is? 

Don’t listen to those that tell us that we are worth nothing.  

Don't believe that things will always stay the same in Africa, or for 
Africans living outside of Africa. 

www.trulytwaambo.com 



A trader does not listen to the loud music of the market instead he 

concentrates on selling his produce 

Who doesn't love a bustling African market? 

We are a strong people. A people filled with joy and potential. Filled with 
so much talent.  

I am proud to be African. I am proud to be creative and colourful. 

I will keep believing and keep the faith. 

Will you believe with me?  

Ask the Master Creator to open up your eyes to the way he has creatively 
created you.Without fear walk in what he shows you. 
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Don’t you just love African children?  

These are children that will use whatever they can get their hands on to 
make toys, invent games and they seem to always be amazing at sport. 

What will you do to make their creativity shine even more? 

This is not about pity, or throwing money at some organisation. 

What small thing can you do? 

Find out from a local school if they need more crayons? 

Have your employer sponsor the donation of school materials? ( This 
looks good for them, and they may even get a tax write off!) 
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The next time you are at the supermarket buy a ball for the little boys 
that are always playing on your street, or teach them a game you used to 
play. 

All we need is you.  

You matter and you can make a difference. 

You are amazing. 

The greatest dreams you can have are the ones that appear while 

you are  wide awake, these are seeds of your greatness and until 

they are planted and nurtured, they remain remain as potential 

seeds nothing more.  

My Mama said this to me, not sure where she got it but POW!  

Ndalumba Ba’ama. 
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Thank you for reading. 
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